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About Ibrahim Abu-Lughod
Institute of International Studies

The Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute of International Studies (IALIIS) was established at
Birzeit University in 1998 as a pioneering academic and research institution named
after the Palestinian Academic Dr. lbrahim Abu-Lughod. Since its inception, the
Institute played a pivotal role in developing the Masters Program in International
Studies, characterized by its interdisciplinary nature, and the critical intellectual
environment it fosters as to enable students to develop a deep understanding of
international and regional contexts from a Palestinian liberation perspective.

The Institute aims to produce knowledge relevant to the Palestinian reality, and
to equip students with the relevant tools needed to analyze the political, legal,
and economic reality, and enhance their critical thinking and ability to deconstruct
systems of colonialism and oppression. The Institute places great emphasis on
building a generation of researchers capable of leaving an influence locally and
globally.

The Institute’s research agenda tackles topics related to the broad discipline of
International Studies, including political economy, security and securitization,
diplomacy, militarization, international relations, political science, and South-South
relations. Through its activities and projects, the Institutes fosters an open space for
societal and political debates that address the most prominent challenges facing
Palestinians, and through its engagement with local, regional, and international
academic networks. The Institute aspires to be a strategic think tank in Palestine,
committed to freedom, justice and knowledge production.



About the Conference

The “Engineering Destruction: Militarization and the War Economy” conference is
held amidst a genocidal war waged by the Zionist regime against the Palestinian
people and their allies. Originally scheduled for June 2025, the conference was
rescheduled to July 2025 due to Israel’'s recent attack on Iran and the rapidly
escalating regional situation.

This moment lays bare, with unprecedented ferocity, the deep structures of
militarization and machinery of death, revealing how massacres are managed as
part of an interconnected economic and security system that regards human beings
not as lives of value, but as testing grounds for instruments of violence, repression
and exploitation. In this violent context - in Palestine and beyond - the conference
seeks to critically examine the structural relationship between militarization and
the war economy. Rejecting dominant state narratives, the conference centers the
perspectives of oppressed and resisting communities as essential to understanding
today’s world.

Wars are not accidental or exceptional events; they are instruments used to reshape
political geographies, entrench economic domination, and expand surveillance
and repression. From land occupation and the militarization of skies, to precision
killing technologies and policies of siege and isolation, the conference examines
how neoliberalism and global security industries turn entire societies into labs for
repression.

Militarization quietly spreads into all aspects of everyday life: in universities, on
streets, through separation walls, and on the bodies of refugees and detainees.
It also sheds light on the systematic repression targeting student movements and
activists resisting authoritarian regimes, and those in solidarity with Palestine across
the globe.

This conference, however, does not stop at diagnosing the engineering of destruction.
It also listens to voices of resistance: from boycotts of complicit corporations, to
transnational solidarity networks and the reclaiming of public spaces . Confronting
militarization necessitates collective awareness, refusal, and the reconstruction of
more just futures.

The conference aims to create a collective space for critical thinking that reinforces
our commitment to dismantling systems of oppression and confronting their material
and symbolic structures, at a historical moment that demands moral clarity and
intellectual courage. Within these militarized realities, there have always been
energies and tools striving to work towards a world rooted in justice and freedom.
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CONFERENCE — ENGINEERING DESTRUCTION: MILITARIZATION AND THE
WAR ECONOMY, BIRZEIT, JULY 29-31

First Day — On Campus, Jul 29, 2025

08:45 - 09:00
09:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 11:45
11:45 - 13:15

13:15-14:30

14:30 — 16:00

Registration & coffee break

Opening Remarks
Talal Shahwan
Seteney Shami
Asem Nabeh

Basil Farraj

Session | | Political Economy of War
Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Taher Al-Labadi

Bayan Argawi, Muniece Al-Far, & Tareq Sadeq
Anees Safouri

Joshua Bransford

Moderator: Alaa Tartir

Coffee Break

Session Il | Carceral Regimes
Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Khalida Jarrar

Rahaf Slahat

Haneen Bo Absa

Hind Shraydeh
Moderator: Qasam Al-Haj

Lunch Break & Tour in the Exhibition
Hall 317 - Institute of Law Building

Session lll | The Militarization of Urban Space
Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Omar Al-Tahan

Natasha Aruri

Mai Al-Battat

Faig Mari

Moderator: Lana Joudeh



First Day — Online, Jul 29, 2025

10

18:45-19:00

19:00 —20:00

20:00 - 20:15
20:15-22:15

Opening Remarks
Helberth Choachi

Keynote
Nasser Abourahme

Coffee Break

Session IV | The Militarization of Urban Space
Online

Marianne Stintzi

Saba Innab

Nora Akawi

Rima Saleem

David Barrios Rodriguez
Moderator: Ali Musleh



Second Day — On Campus, Jul 30, 2025

09:30 — 10:00
10:00 — 11:30
11:30 — 11:45
11:45 — 13:30
13:30 — 14:30

Registration & coffee break

Session | | Violence in Transit: How Repressive
Technologies Cross Borders

Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Walid Habbas

Salma Hamza

Mazen lwaisi, Salem Thawaba, & Jamal
Barghouth

Iker Suarez

Moderator: Abd Al-Quder Badawi

Coffee Break

Roundtable | Carceral Regimes & Resistance
Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Hasan Fatafta

Mohamad Lmalah

Hadeel Shatara

Hossam Shaheen

Bara’a Odeh

Wael Al-dJaghoub (he was rearrested)
Moderator: Issa Qarage

Lunch Break & Tour in the Exhibition
Hall 317 - Institute of Law Building
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Second Day — Online, Jul 30, 2025

18:45-20:30 Session Il | Violence in Transit: How Repressive
Technologies Cross Borders
Online

Tabinda Mahfooz Khan
Iman Ali

Soha Saghazadeh
Jomana Hamamdi
Pablo Ruiz

Moderator: Lisa Hajjar
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Third Day — Online, Jul 31, 2025

17:30 - 19:30

19:30 — 19:45

19:45 —22:00

20:45 -21:00

Session | | Political Economy of War

Mandy Turner

Mustafa Mandoor
Mizhgaan Kakakhel
Alejandro Mantilla Quijano
Danya Zorba

Moderator: Felice Blake

Coffee Break

Session Il | Solidarity & Resistance
Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Layth Hanbali & Deena Ayesh
Laila Hassan

Taylor Miller

Moderator: Ala Alazzeh

Coffee Break

Yesica Cortés Alfonso

David Ramos-Delgado

Tadamun Antimili

Moderator: Alejandro Mantilla Quijano

13



Opening Remarks & Keynotes

09:00 - 10:00, JUL 29, Hall 243 - Institute of Law Annex Building

14

Opening Remarks

The President of Birzeit University, Talal Shahwan
The Director General of the ACSS, Seteney Shami
Spokesperson for Gaza Municipality, Asem Nabeh
The Director of IALIIS, Basil Farraj

18:45 — 19:30, JUL 29, Online

Opening Remarks
The President of the National Pedagogical University, Helberth Choachi

19:00 — 20:00, JUL 29, Online

Keynote: Nasser Abourahme
On the Necessity of Genocide: Palestine, Zionism, and the World

Second Day: 17:30 — 18:30, JUL 30, Online

Keynote: Andrew Ross

Why Has Palestine Been a Testing Ground for Repression on American
Campuses?



Nasser Abourahme is a writer and teacher, and currently assistant professor at
Bowdoin College. He works broadly between colonial history and political theory,
and his writing can be found in places like Critical Times, Radical Philosophy,
Cultural Critique, and Critical Ethnic Studies. He’s the author of The Time beneath
the Concrete: Palestine between Camp and Colony, published by Duke University
Press.

Andrew Ross is Professor of Social and Cultural Analysis at NYU, where he is
director of the Prison Research Lab. A contributor to the Guardian, the New York
Times, The Nation, New York Review of Books, and Al Jazeera, he is the author or
editor of more than 25 books, including Stone Men: The Palestinians Who Built Israel
(which won a Palestine Book Prize), and, most recently, Abolition Labor: The Fight to
End Prison Labor. He is the co-founder of several movement groups, and currently
is serving on the national steering committee of the Faculty and Staff for Justice in
Palestine network.
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Session | Political Economy of War

10:00-11:30, Jul 29, Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Taher Al-Labadi
Economy as Battlefield

Bayan Argawi, Muniece Al-Far, & Tareq Sadeq
Blood and Balance Sheets: The Financial Windfall of the Arms Industry Amid the War on Gaza

Anees Safouri
Militarization of the Middle Class: The Role of Israeli Startups in the Genocidal War Since
October 2023 ,7, as a Case Study

Joshua Bransford
Zionism by Sea: Maersk and the Maritime Geographies of Neoliberal Empire

Moderator: Alaa Tartir

Alaa Tartir is Senior Researcher and Director of the Middle East and North Africa
Programme at Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). Tartir is
also a Research Associate and Academic Coordinator at The Geneva Graduate
Institute, a Global Fellow at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), a Program
and Policy Advisor to Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network, and a Co-Chair of
the Governing Board of The Arab Reform Initiative (ARI). Tartir publications can be
accessed at www.alaatartir.com
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Taher Al-Labadi is a researcher at the French Institute for the Near East (IFPO) in
Jerusalem. His work in political economy examines the entanglements of capitalism,
colonialism, and resistance in Palestine and the Near East. Through the study of
labor governance, agrarian policies, and special economic zones, he highlights how
economic structures are shaped by power relations and historical contingencies.
More broadly, his research critically investigates the ways economic discourses,
institutions, and practices emerge, circulate, and are contested, offering a reflection
on the power dynamics that shape economic thought and action in contexts of
domination and struggle.

Bayan Arqawi is an Assistant Professor of Finance in the Department of Banking and
Finance at Birzeit University. Her research focuses on financial market development
and corporate finance. Her work has been published in the Australian Journal of
Management and Accounting and Taxation. Before transitioning to academia, she
worked as a Financial Analysis Manager in the telecommunications sector. Beyond
academia, Bayan is also known for her advocacy for animal rights.

Muniece Al-Far is a lecturer at the Finance and Banking Department at Birzeit
University. Muniece holds an MSc by research in Management from the University
of Edinburgh. Her research focuses on gender studies, corporate governance, and
the political economy of Palestine. Muniece served as the head of the Finance and
Banking Department at Birzeit University between 2015-2018.

Tareq Sadeq is an assistant professor and head of the Department of Economics at
Birzeit University. His research focuses on labor economics, income distribution, and
the political economy of Palestine. In addition to his academic work, he has served
as a consultant for ESCWA and various local and international organizations.

Anees Safouri is a Master>s student in the International Studies program at the
Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute. He is interested in issues related to political economy,
with a particular focus on the war economy and the military and security industries.
Through his work, he seeks to analyze the relationship between economic systems
and conflicts, and to understand the impact of military and security sectors on both
regional and international dynamics.

Joshua Bransford is a recent graduate of the University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, where he majored in Political Science and Human Geography. He is
interested in how the privatization of imperialist war engenders the production of
new spaces of accumulation. He takes a special focus on urban environments,
infrastructures of circulation within and beyond the urban, and the political economy
of their destruction in contemporary aerial bombardments.
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Session Il Carceral Regimes & Resistance

11:45-13:15, Jul 29, Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Khalida Jarrar

The Class and Gender Dimensions of the Palestinian Prisoners’ Movement and its Relation to
the Liberation Project

Rahaf Slahat
Colonial Transformations in the Carceral Space

Haneen Bo Absa (Online)

Feminism and the Carceral System: Gender-Sensitive Justice, Community Accountability, and
an Epistemology of Anti-Violence

Hind Shraydeh

The Militarization of Humanitarian Work: A Case Study of the Floating Maritime Pier off Gaza

Moderator: Qasam Al-Haj

Qasem Al-Haj is an assistant professor, she holds a PhD in the social sciences, and
teaches part-time in the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies at Birzeit
University. Her research interests include philosophy of education, the philosophy
of liberation, and new modes of knowledge. She authored several studies including
research on “Hadarim Prison University,” on political songs and resistance narratives.
She participated in numerous academic workshops and conferences, the latest of
which was her participation at the Seventh Annual Conference of the Arab Council
for the Social Sciences in Beirut.
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Khalida Jarrar is a volunteer researcher at the Muwatin Institute for Democracy
and Human Rights at Birzeit University, and a former member of the Palestinian
Legislative Council. Jarrar has been active since the 1980s in support of Palestinian
prisoners. Her multiple arrests began in March 1989, and she received an expulsion
order in August 2014 from the Israeli authorities that was later retracted. She was
arrested numerous times, the latest of which was in December 2023, after which she
was released in January 2025 as part of a prisoner’s exchange. She has authored
numerous articles and research papers.

Rahaf Salahat is a Palestinian researcher interested in the history of prisons and
the literature of the Palestinian prisoners’ movement. She earned her Bachelor’s
degree in Political Science from Al-Quds University and a Master’s degree in Middle
Eastern Studies from New York University, where she received a fellowship and a
research award. She previously worked with Insaniyyat, the Society of Palestinian
Anthropologists, the Center for Palestine Studies at Columbia University, and several
Palestinian civil society organizations.

Haneen Bouabssa is a political science researcher and policy analyst specializing
in political transitions and social and economic inequality in the Arab world. She
holds a master’s degree in political science from the University of Tunis. Her work
focuses on the intersection of populism, inequality, and democracy, particularly in
post-revolution Tunisia. Over the past decade, she has developed deep expertise
in North African political dynamics. Hanen contributed to research on “Feminism
and Prison Policies in Tunisia” with the Arab Women Researchers Network and has
presented at major international conferences on gender, transitional justice, and
gender-based violence.

Hind Shraydeh is a Jerusalemite writer and journalist. She writes on labor and
cultural affairs, the situation of political prisoners, and human rights in occupied
Palestine. She holds a Master’s degree in International Studies and a Bachelor’s
degree in Print Journalism/Political Science from Birzeit University.
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Session lll The Militarization of Urban Space

14:30 — 16:00, Jul 29, Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Omar Al-Tahan (Online)

The Panopticism of the City as an Execution Space: States> Fields of Vision as
a Militarization Mechanism during the Siege of Homs

Natasha Aruri

Colonial Transformations in the Carceral Space

Mai Al-Battat
Militarization of the Everyday: Infrastructures of Violence vs. Collective Imagination

Faig Mari
Reconstruction as Sovereign Development.

Moderator: Lana Joudeh

Lana Joudeh is an architect and researcher who taught at Birzeit University in
Palestine from 2016 to 2024. She spent six years working on revitalization projects
for historic centers in Palestinian villages at Riwaqg. Lana holds an MA in Architecture,
Cultural Identity, and Globalisation from the University of Westminster and a bachelor’s
degree in architectural engineering from Birzeit University. She is a member of the
editorial team for Arab Urbanism, a platform that examines urban issues in the Arab
region. Her research interests include exploring the linkages between infrastructure
practices, local modes of production, and urban and rural commons.
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Omar Al-Tahan is a Syrian researcher and creative practitioner currently pursuing
a PhD at Newcastle University in the United Kingdom, funded by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC UKRI). His research focuses on architecture,
memory, and geopolitics.

Natasha Aruri urbanist and researcher. Her work focuses on spatial politics of
and resistance to (neo)colonialism, community-based research methods, and
the intersection of critical mapping and social mobilisation in prompting spatial
transformation. She served as visiting lecturer at several universities, as Professor
of Urban Planning at Dessau Institute of Architecture (2018-2024), as Postdoctoral
Researcher and Coordinator at K LAB, TU-Berlin (2019-2023), and she is co-founder/
director of UR°bana, an interdisciplinary research and design studio.

Mai Al-Battat is an architect and researcher focused on countermapping as a
medium for spacio-political urban investigation and resistance practices. She is
currently a Research Assistant and Coordinator at the lbrahim Abu-Lughod Institute
of International Studies, Birzeit University. She worked as a researcher with UR°bana
in the multisite research project “Urbanization, Gender and the Global South” (2018
2024). Mai was a guest researcher at the Reiner Lemoine Institute and the Visual
Intelligence Studio in Berlin, and previously trained at Sakiya Art Academy. Her work
appears in Doing Feminist Urban Research (2024) and the forthcoming Palestine is-
Not a Garden.

Faiq Mari is a faculty member in the Department of Architectural Engineering and
Planning at Birzeit University, Palestine. His work focuses on studying the spatial
dimension of the Palestinian struggle against colonialism, as well as the socio-
economic struggle. Faiq has practiced architecture and taught at both Birzeit and
Al-Quds Universities. He is also an editor at Arab Urbanism magazine. His writings
have been published in the Journal of Palestine Studies, Bab El Wad, as well as in
other peer-reviewed books and journals.

21



Session IV The Militarization of Urban Space

18:45 — 20:15, Jul 29, Online

Marianne Stintzi
The Architecture of Deterrence: Militarized Borders and the Future of Refugee Protection

Saba Innab
No Glass Wall Will Hold the Frame

Nora Akawi
Tactics of Transmission

Rima Saleem
The Militarization of Artificial Intelligence: How Israel Employed Al in the Gaza War 2023-2024

David Barrios Rodriguez

Urban War Laboratories in Latin America: The Link Between Infrastructure Construction,
Mega-events, and Counterinsurgency Narratives

Moderator: Ali Musleh

Ali Musleh is the Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Postdoctoral Fellow at the Columbia University
Center for Palestine Studies. His research explores how weapons shape the worlds
of war we inhabit through questions of technology, media, embodiment, aesthetics,
and design. With a focus on Palestine, his first book manuscript examines the
movement of settler colonialism into the robotic age of war.
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Marianne Stintzi is a Canadian graduate student pursuing a Master’'s in Human
Rights and Humanitarian Action at the Paris School of International. Her research
explores the intersections of international humanitarian and refugee law, focusing
on the legal and lived experiences of refugees and stateless persons in Jordan’s
Zaatari camp. She is also enrolled in the Palestine and Arabic Studies Program at
Birzeit University and actively involved in student mobilizations against academic
repression and the genocide in Palestine. Marianne is fluent in French, English, and
Spanish, and is currently developing her proficiency in Arabic.

Saba Innab is an architect, researcher, and artist, living and working between
Beirut and Amman. Innab>s multimedia practice is concerned with the production
of knowledge related to the imagination of land, building, and dwelling in relation to
time within the context of settler colonialism and capital extraction. Her work spans
writing, research, drawing, mapping, model-making, spatial interventions, and
teaching.

Nora Akawi is a Palestinian architect based in New York and an assistant professor of
architecture at The Cooper Union. She is co-founder of Interim Studio and researches
bordering and ruination as architectural tools of settler colonialism, and practices of
land- and life-protection in anti-colonial movements in Palestine, the occupied Syrian
Golan Heights, and the Canary Islands. She recently co-produced “Antum Al-Sadt;
Wa Nahnu Sadah” at the 2023 Chicago Architecture Biennial, served on the Venice
Architecture Biennale jury in 2023.

Rima Saleem is a researcher and a graduate student specializing in International
Studies at Birzeit University. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Geography with
a minor in International Relations in 2022. Throughout her academic journey, she
developed a deep passion for understanding interstate relations and analyzing
global political and economic issues; she is eager to further advance her knowledge
in this field. she had written several political research papers. she also has practical
experience in administrative and logistical tasks, as she worked previously as a
project coordinator, such as: the English language learning project at the Hi-Tech
Education Center for Youth Training. Additionally, she served as an administrator for
several programs within the same organization.

David Barrios Rodriguez holds a PhD in Latin American Studies and is a Titular
researcher at the Economic Research Institute, UNAM. He teaches at the School
of Philosophy and Letters and the Graduate Program in Latin American Studies,
where he has led around twenty undergraduate and graduate courses. His master’s
and doctoral theses won top awards from UNAM. He has authored two books and
numerous publications. His research focuses on securitization, militarization, urban
violence, and informal economies.

23



Violence in Transit: How Repressive Technologies Cross Borders

10:00 — 11:30, Jul 30, Hall 243 — Institute of Law Annex Building

Walid Habbas
Algorithmic Violence in Gaza: Gaps in International Law and the Legitimation of Genocide

Salma Hamza

The Role of Israeli Security and Military Industries in Strengthening Ties with Dictatorial
Regimes in Latin America

Mazen lwaisi, Salem Thawaba, & Jamal Barghouth

Scan the QR Code and Evacuate the Square: Reflections on Mapping and Cartography in the
Destruction of Gaza

Ilker Suarez

The Remiilitarization of Europe: The Military—Border Industrial Complex, Waste Accumulation
and The Maturation of The Core-Periphery Contradiction

Moderator: Abd Al-Qader Badawi

Abd Al-Qader Badawi is a researcher at the Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies —
Madar. He earned his MA degree in Israeli Studies from Birzeit University, and his BA
in Political Science from Al-Quds University, Abu Dis. His MA dissertation revolved
around the influence of right-wing organizations in Israel, and their impact on Israeli
policies. His current research interests include the Israeli military industrial complex,
the export and import of technologies, specifically during the ongoing war on the
Gaza Strip.
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Walid Habbas is a researcher at the Palestinian Center for Israeli Studies (Madar)
and holds a Ph.D. in Sociology. His research focuses on the post1967- Israeli
occupation system, the tools of military governance in population management, the
Israeli Civil Administration, and settlement activity in the occupied territories. His
full academic profile can be viewed at the link https://independent.academia.edu/
WalidHabbas/CurriculumVitae

Salma Hamza is a Master’s student in the International Studies program at Birzeit
University. She earned her Bachelor’'s degree from the same university in English
Language with a minor in Translation. Salma is currently working as a Research and
Teaching Assistant at the Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute of International Studies. Her
academic focus lies in colonialism, international relations, and authoritarian regimes.

Mazen lwaisi completed his PhD at Queen’s University Belfast in the UK, focusing
on the concept of archaeo-poalitics in the making of the Palestinian National Spatial
Plan (PNSP). His research delves into the relationship between archaeology and
cultural heritage in spatial urban planning. lwaisi has been awarded the lbrahim Abu
Lughod Postdoctoral Fellowship from Columbia University for the academic year
26-2025. His work will focus on the theory and practice of archive, curation, and
storage in the context of Palestine.

Salem Thawaba is an Associate Professor at the Department of Architectural
Engineering. He worked as a planner at the Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation for five years. He holds a PhD in Environmental Dynamics from the
University of Arkansas with a dissertation entitled “Integrating Perception Analysis
and Geographic Information System (GIS) Technology in Urban Planning, City Growth
and Modelling”. He is interested in urban planning, settlement growth patterns, and
GIS applications in urban issues.

Jamal Barghouth finished his first degree at Birzeit University in the field of
archaeology and history. He did his master»s degree at Leuven University in Belgium.
His experience in archaeology is mainly focused on landscape archaeology,
the history of Palestinian archaeology, the archaeology of the Nakba, and the
technological applications of archaeology. Recently, his focus was to analyze the
paradigm shift in the archaeology of Palestine. This includes historical archaeology
and (post-) processual archaeology, as well as analyzing the colonial context of
archaeology in Palestine through investigating how coloniality shapes archaeological
research in Palestine.

lker Suarez is a Spanish author and PhD researcher at the City University of New
York (CUNY). He studies neocolonialism in Europe and Southern Europe from a
Third World lens. He specializes in immigration politics and is the co-author of a 2024
ethnographic monograph on Melilla (Spanish enclave in North Africa), Sexo, Sangre
y Frontera Sur, which analyzes the dynamics of Europe’s only land border with Africa.
He organizes with CUNY4Palestine and has been long active in Spain’s anti-racist
and anti-detention movement.
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Roundtable Carceral Regime & Resistance

11:45 — 13:30, Jul 30, Hall 243 — Institute of Law Annex Building
Hasan Fatafta

Mohamad Lmalah

Hadeel Shatara
Hossam Shaheen
Bara’a Odeh

Wael Al-Jaghoub (he was rearrested)

Moderator: Issa Qarage

Issa Qarage completed his bachelor’s studies at Bethlehem University and earned
a master's degree in Contemporary Arab Studies from Birzeit University. Qarage
became involved in national activism from a young age and was arrested several
times. He founded the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club in 1993, and served as a member
of the Palestinian Legislative Council and head of the Prisoners’ Committee. He
held the position of Minister of Prisoners and Ex-Detainees Affairs (2014-2009), and
was the head of the Palestinian National Library until 2025. He wrote several books
documenting the experiences of prisoners and the Palestinian struggle.
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Hasan Fatafteh is a Palestinian writer and novelist from Tarqumiyah, Hebron. He
holds a BA in sociology from Birzeit University, and is a member of the General Union
of Palestinian Writers. He spent 24 years in Israeli prisons between 1987 and 2021,
surviving three interrogations and an assassination attempt in 2002. From 1998
to 2001, he directed the Department for Children in Difficult Circumstances at the
Ministry of Social Development. His works include two novels and two major releases
on Palestinian prisoners and enforced disappearance under occupation, reflecting on
resistance, imprisonment, and the broader Palestinian national struggle.

Mohammad Al-Mallah was born in April 1977 in the village of ‘Ain Qiniya. He later
moved to the city of Ramallah to continue his studies, but was arrested for the first time
in 1994. He continued his education in prison and obtained his high school diploma
there. During his first imprisonment, he served six years out of a life sentence and an
-18year term. After his release, he enrolled at Al-Quds University to study media, but
his re-arrest during the Second Intifada prevented him from completing his degree.
He was sentenced to life imprisonment plus 30 years. While in prison, he earned a
bachelor’s degree in social work from Al-Quds Open University and went on to obtain
a master's degree in Regional Studies, specializing in Israeli Studies, from the same
university in 2022. He was released in a prisoner exchange deal on January 2025 ,25.

Hadeel Shatara is an administrative employee at Birzeit University’s Resource
Enhancement Department and an advocate for Palestinian prisoners’ rights. She
was arrested by Israeli forces in June 2024, and held under administrative detention
until her release in a prisoners’ exchange. Hadeel actively exposes Israeli violations
in prisons and works to improve prisoners’ conditions. She organizes awareness
campaigns and speaks at international conferences, emphasizing that the prisoners’
issue is central to the broader Palestinian liberation struggle.

Hossam Shaheen was born in Jerusalem in 1972. He holds a Master’s in Regional
Studies (lsraeli studies) and a BA in Political Science from Al-Quds University. He
led the Fatah Youth Organization in Jerusalem before his arrest. He was imprisoned
multiple times, with his longest detention beginning in 2004 and lasting 27 years.
Hossam won a WHO award for his article “Al-Kalkal” and first prize in literature from
the Palestinian National Commission in 2009. He authored the novel Zaghroudat
al-Finjan and has written extensively on the Palestinian cause. He participated in
multiple hunger strikes, including a -42day strike in 2017.

Baraa Odeh is a feminist researcher and social activist currently pursuing her graduate
studies for a Master's degree in Community Psychology at Birzeit University. She
holds a Bachelor-s degree in Business Administration and Marketing from Bethlehem
University. Baraa has more than ten years of experience in implementing and managing
social development projects, with a particular focus on working with youth and women.
Her notable research contribution includes an article titled «Mechanisms of Zionist
Colonialism Against the Bodies of Palestinian Women», in which she highlights the
gendered dimensions of colonial violence and draws connections between national
struggle and feminist liberation in the Palestinian context.

Wael Al-Jaghoub, bornin the city of Nablusin 1976, was first arrested in 1992 and sentenced
to six years, and was released in 1998. He was re-arrested in 2001 and sentenced to life
imprisonment, remaining in captivity until his release in 2025. During his imprisonment, he
obtained a master>s degree in Regional Studies, specializing in Israeli Affairs. He authored
three books: Dreams of a Prisoner, Letters from the Prison Experience, and The Experience
of the Popular Front's Prison Branch Organization. He wrote several political articles and
research papers, including The Crisis of the Palestinian Left and the Israeli Political Map.
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Violence in Transit: How Repressive Technologies Cross Borders

18:45 — 20:45, Jul 30, Hall 243 —Institute of Law Annex Building

Tabinda Mahfooz Khan

“Making Muslim Monsters”: How War on Terror Discourse Facilitated Genocide in Gaza and
Why it Must Be Retired from Political Science

Iman Al
Calculated Cruelty: Israel>s Use of Technology in Lebanon

Soha Saghazadeh

Drone Re-Circulations: Iran’s Reverse-Engineering Warfare

Pablo Ruiz

U.S. Military Training and its Impact on Human Rights from the Perspective of Colombia: What
Standards Do We Need?

Jomana Hamadi
Chinese-lIsraeli Military and Technical Cooperation: Implications for the U.S.-Israeli Alliance

Moderator: Lisa Hajjar

Lisa Hajjar has an international reputation for her work on sociology of law and
conflict, human rights, political violence, and contemporary international affairs.
She is an interdisciplinary scholar who contributes to multiple fields in the social
sciences and humanities, including Middle East Studies, American Studies, and
Law and Society. Her current research focuses primarily on the US “war on terror,”
particularly around the issues of torture, targeted killing, and Guantanamo. She is
the only social scientist who has traveled to Guantanamo (14 times to date), where
she conducts research and writes about the military commissions. Her journalistic
writings have been published by The Nation, Al Jazeera English, Middle East Report,
andJadaliyya.
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Tabinhda Mahfooz Khan holds a PhD in Political Science with a specialization in
Pakistan from Columbia University in New York. She got her Bachelor’'s degree in
Economics from Wellesley College. She has taught a Contemporary Civilization
course at Columbia University; and Islamism and Liberalism at Lahore University
of Management Sciences (LUMS). Her research relates to the conflict over Sharia
between liberals, Islamists, and traditional Islamic scholars in Pakistan. Before
joining El Colegio de México, she worked with social movements and a political
party in Pakistan. She is also committed to bridging the gap between academia and
the social justice movements in South Asia and beyond.

Iman Ali is a PhD candidate in the department of Anthropology at Cornell University.
She earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan — Ann Arbor. She
previously worked as a research associate at the University of Michigan’s Medical
School, and had also examined the relationship between marginalized communities
and state-like structures and entities. In 2021, she began researching Lebanon,
focusing on the role of the UNIFIL and its relationship with border communities.
Following the war in 2023, she expanded her research to encompass the broader
region of South Lebanon and its interactions with the state. Her interests broadly
include militarism, international relations, governance, and infrastructure.

Soha Saghazadeh is a PhD candidate in the Department of Film and Media
Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and the coordinating editor of
Media Fields graduate journal. Their dissertation examines how satellite and drone
technologies have participated in the wartime perception of Iran and the competing
local, regional, and global politics that arise from the material circulation of such
technologies, suggesting Iran as a generative space for re-examining aero-orbital
technologies from above and below. Saghazadeh’s research areas include war
and media, science and technology studies, Middle East studies, critical human
geography, and security studies.

Pablo Ruiz is a member of the ‘Observatory for the Closure of the School of the
Americas.” He was the coordinator for Latin America at the American organization
‘School of the Americas Watch.” He is a member of the Comisién de Paz, No
Violencia y Antimilitarismo de la Alianza CONVIDA20- and the Red Internacional No
ala Guerra, No a la OTAN. He majored in Journalism from the Universidad Academia
de Humanismo Cristiano. He works at the Fundacién de Ayuda Social de Iglesias
Cristianas (FASIC). He is also the editor of Revista El Derecho de Vivir en Paz.

Jomana Hamamdi is a Master’s student in International Studies at Birzeit University,
and holds a Bachelor's degree in Media from Hebron She has worked in radio
broadcasting as an announcer and editor for many years in local radio stations, and
had worked in the field of public relations for several institutions. She is currently
working as a freelancer in writing and editing journalistic articles, drafting policy
papers, position assessments, and strategic analysis. Jumana is an active member
of the “Meshkat” youth group. She is interested in international, regional, and local
political affairs; documenting and monitoring human rights violations everywhere;
and developing Palestinian media in relation to the developments in digital media.
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Session | Political Economy of War

17:30 — 19:30, Jul 31, Online

Mandy Turner
Disaster Capitalism in The Wake of Israel’s Settler-Colonial Genocide in The Gaza Strip

Mustafa Mandoor
War as Investment: Militarization and the War Economy in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Mizhgaan Kakakhel
The Political Economy of War in Afghanistan

Alejandro Mantilla Quijano

The State of Destruction: Militaristic Selectivity, Economy of Dispossession and Expansive
Particularisms

Danya Zorba

Colonial Policies Toward the 1948 Occupied Areas: The Reflection of Politics in Crime and the
Proliferation of Weapons

Moderator: Felice Blake

Felice Blake is an Associate Professor in the English Department at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. She has published work on racism, culture, and resistance
in Al Jazeera, Ethnic and Racial Studies, African American Review, and SOULS: A
Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture, and Society. Dr. Blake is the author of Black
Love Black Hate: Intimate Antagonisms in African American literature (Ohio State
University Press) and co-editor of Antiracism Inc.: Why the Way We Talk About Racial
JusticeMatters(PunctumBooks).
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Mandy Turner is a senior researcher with Security in Context; a senior visiting
fellow with the International State Crime Initiative Queen Mary University of London;
and a senior research associate at the development and humanitarian think tank
ODI. Mandy’s research focuses on the political economy of conflict and peace,
humanitarianism and multilateralism, and the situation in Israel and Palestine. Her
most recent book is the edited collection, From the River to the Sea: Palestine and
Israel in the Shadow of ‘Peace’, which was published in Arabic by the Arab Center
for Research and Policy Studies. Most of her recent writings can be found on the
Security in Context website.

Mustafa Mandoor is an economic researcher and policy analyst specializing in
political economy, African economic integration, and regional financial systems.
With experience in academia, finance, and policy analysis, he brings a data-driven
approach to economic and geopolitical issues in Africa and the Middle East. He
has published peer-reviewed articles and policy papers on regional trade blocs,
overlapping memberships in African organizations, and the role of financial policy
in development. His work analyzes macroeconomic trends, fiscal policies, and their
political dimensions. He regularly contributes to conferences, policy forums, and
media, offering insights into the Global South’s evolving economic landscape.

Mizhgaan Kakakhel is an international student from Pakistan, currently a senior
studying Middle Eastern Studies and Languages at Hampshire College. There is
a particular interest in the region of Afghanistan, stemming from lived experience
in the country. The current research paper focuses on state and private sector
interventionist measures in Afghanistan through war and corporate force. Mizhgaan
works with a local think tank in Hampshire named Security in Context, and during
the short time at Birzeit, intends to further explore interests in national security and
international affairs.

Alejandro Mantilla Quijano is the head of the Interinstitutional Relations Office at
the National Pedagogical University in Colombia (UPN), and a Professor in Political
Science at the same University. He is a member of the Development Alternatives
Group funded by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. He has advised the Union and
Farmers’ organizations. He has conducted research on the Colombian and Latin
American political context and on the political turn in analytical philosophy.

Danya Zorba is a master’'s student at the International Studies program at Birzeit
University and a graduate of Political Science and International Relations. She
works as a research and teaching assistant at the Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute of
International Studies. She participates in various research projects, contributing to
the educational process within the institute. She is interested in political and social
issues in Palestine and seeks a deeper understanding of local and international
changes and their impact on Palestine and the region.
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Session Il Solidarity & Resistance

19:45 — 22:00, Jul 31,0nline

Layth Hanbali & Deena Ayesh
Unravelling Humanitarianism: Abolition Medicine and Resisting Health Carcerality in Palestine

Laila Hassan

Opposing the War Economy: Lessons from ltaly’s Grassroots Trade Unions and the Palestine
Solidarity Movement

Taylor Miller
The Solar War Machine: Weaponizing the Sonoran Desert for Forever Wars

Moderator: Alaa Alazzeh

Ala Alazzeh is an assistant professor in the Department of Social and Behavioral
Sciences at Birzeit University and currently serves as the Vice President for
Community Affairs. He teaches courses in Anthropology, Research Methodology,
and Critical Theory.
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Layth Hanbali is a researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies and oversees
its digital project «Documenting the Targeting and Destruction of the Health Sector
in the Gaza Strip.» He is a PhD candidate at the Free University of Brussels, where
he is researching the history of Palestinian health movements and their role in anti-
colonial struggle. He holds a medical degree from University College London and a
Master>s degree in Health Policy, Planning and Financing from the London School
of Economics and Political Science and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine.

Deena Ayesh is a Master’s student in Global Health at NYU and a researcher at the
UC Irvine School of Medicine. Her work explores health equity, human rights, and
health resilience, with a focus on systems and populations in the Middle East & North
Africa (MENA). With a background in medical anthropology, abolition medicine, and
justice research, she is committed to producing work that critiques and reimagines
the structural determinants of health in conflict and postcolonial contexts. Deena
organizes in LA around refugee health access and poverty alleviation, coordinating
educational access for displaced Arab communities. She intends to pursue a career
in clinical medicine, integrating global health policy to advance anti-carceral and
human rights approaches to care.

Laila Hassan is a PhD candidate in Sociology and Political Science at the Scuola
Normale Superiore in Pisa. Her doctoral research examines the political socialization
of the Palestinian diaspora, with a focus on the construction of memory and identity
among the post-Oslo generation. She holds an MA in Near and Middle Eastern
Studies from SOAS. Alongside her academic work, she is actively involved in
Giovani Palestinesi d'ltalia, a grassroots organization of the Palestinian diaspora in
Italy. She is also the creator and host of Cronache in Diaspora, a podcast dedicated
to documenting the experiences of Palestinians in Italy. Her writing has appeared in
Arabpop, Il Manifesto, and Jacobin.

Taylor Miller is a researcher and writer based in Arizona. She earned her Ph.D. in
Geography from the University of Arizona. She is a university lecturer and a Research
Fellow with the London-based Corruption Tracker/Shadow World Investigations.
She’s an Editor-at-Large for Columbia University GSAPP’s The Avery Review. Recent
writings are featured in Weird Economies, Corruption Tracker, The New Inquiry,
Protean, and The Avery Review. Her creative practices enmesh psychogeography
and vernacular mapping-with interest in connecting the Sonoran Desert with flows,
ruptures, and blockages of the imperial war machine. She-s motivated by border
abolition and cactus propagation.
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Session Il Solidarity & Resistance

20:30 — 22:00, Jul 31, Online

Yesica Cortés Alfonso

Pedagogical Resistance: Sustaining Life, Creating Affection and Collectivizing Knowledge in
The Context of a Civilizational Crisis

David Ramos-Delgado

Calculated Cruelty: Israel’s Use of Technology in Lebanon

Tadamun Antimili

The Colombian Military Industrial Complex: Reflections on Militarism in Times of Change

Moderator: Alejandro Mantilla Quijano

Alejandro Mantilla Quijano is the head of the Interinstitutional Relations Office at
the National Pedagogical University in Colombia (UPN), and a Professor in Political
Science at the same University. He is a member of the Development Alternatives
Group funded by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. He has advised the Union and
Farmers’ organizations. He has conducted research on the Colombian and Latin
American political context and on the political turn in analytical philosophy.
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Yesica Cortés Alfonso is a professor of Philosophy at the National Pedagogical
University. She is a member of the academic group CEPAZ and the Observatorio
de Préacticas de Resistencia del Sur Global. Master in Cultural Studies from the
Universidad de los Andes, specialist in Public Policy and Gender Justice from
CLACSO and Bachelor in Philosophy from UPN. She led and participated in
social processes aimed at childhood, community development, artistic practices,
remembrance, human rights, sexual and gender diversity in Bogota. She published
articles and books relating to philosophical practices and critical pedagogies.

David Ramos Delgado has a PhD in Artistic Studies from the Universidad Distrital
Franciso José de Caldas; a Master's degree in Visual and Plastic Arts from the
Universidad Nacional de Colombia; a Master’'s degree in Social Studies and a
Bachelor’s degree in Visual Arts, both from the National Pedagogical University. He
is currently a professor and coordinator of the Master’s degree in Art, Education and
Culture at the Pedagogical University. His research interests are linked to community
and participatory artistic practices; visual art research and education; visual studies
in photography; archiving; spatiality; and historical, collective and autobiographical
studies.

Tadamun Antimili is a collective of people who participate in activism specifically
related to solidarity with Palestine and antimilitarism in Colombia. Our name is inspired
by our work: Tadum means “solidarity” in Arabic, and Antimili is an abbreviation
of “antimilitarism”. Since our creation in 2012, we have conducted action-oriented
research.
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Razan Abualhommos
Resonances

Mahdi Daga, Muad Abu Eid, & Naseem Hamed
Turmus ayya: A Resilient Urban Model

Hala Mohammad & Nour Srour
Redefining the Silat al-Dhahr Station as a Center for Knowledge and Craft Production

Mahmoud Awad
Displacement (North-South)

Omar Al-Tahan

The Panopticism of the City as an Execution Space: States’ Fields of Vision as a Militarization
Mechanism during the Siege of Homs

Mai Al-Battat
Militarization of the Everyday: Infrastructures of Violence vs. Collective Imagination
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Razan Abualhommos is a graphic designer and a research and teaching assistant
at the Faculty of Design at Birzeit University. She completed her academic studies
in the same field. She supports the educational process and guides students in
developing their projects, alongside her freelance work in graphic and visual design
within and outside the university. Her work focuses on blending visual creativity with
cultural and social dimensions, aiming to use design as a tool for critical thinking
and a means of expressing contemporary social issues—thus contributing to the
development of a contemporary Palestinian visual identity.

Mahdi Daqa is a final-year undergraduate student in the Architecture program at
Birzeit University. His interests focus on architecture as a tool for understanding the
self and society, and developing resilient urban models that promote safety and
steadfastness in contexts affected by violence and colonization. He received training
in BIM and digital architecture, gaining essential experience and several certifications
in the field. He participated in an international workshop on domestic and historical
architecture in Cairo. His design skills were developed through academic work and
training abroad. He aspires to employ architecture as a socially resistant practice
and a means of protecting people and their spatial memory.

Muad Abu Eid is a final-year student in the Architecture program at Birzeit University.
He has a clear passion for architectural design and urban planning and is keen to
apply his academic knowledge to serve the Palestinian community and contribute
to the development of the local built environment. He believes in the importance of
preserving architectural and cultural identity in designing human spaces, and works
on creating design solutions that respond to people’s needs and strengthen their
resilience. He aspires to play an active role in impactful architectural projects that
leave a positive mark on people’s lives.

Naseem Hamed is a final-year student in the Architecture program at Birzeit
University. He received an academic exchange scholarship in Estonia and an
internship in Egypt. He presented an initial research paper on the experience of
living in Area C and the hardships imposed by the occupation. Together with his
peers in the graduation project course, he posed a question about the role of
architecture in protection and prevention against settler terrorism. He hopes that
the architectural vision resulting from their study will serve as a foundation for future
research, legislation, and a shift in thinking toward similar directions.

Hala Mohammad is a graduate with a Bachelor-s degree in Architecture from
Birzeit University, specializing in interior design. Her graduation project focuses on
«Silat al-Dhahr Station» as an entry point to understanding the relationship between
architecture, imprisonment, and liberation in the Palestinian context. She works in
interior design and has her own artistic project involving wood painting and creating
Arabic calligraphy manuscripts. She has experience in teaching children and works
as a private mathematics tutor at specific times. She also has experience in teaching
the Qur'an to both children and adults and serves as a supervisor in several Qur'anic
forums. She volunteers in a group dedicated to supporting orphans, serving people
with special needs, and the elderly, and she always strives to integrate artistic and
humanitarian skills into her professional journey.
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Nour Srour is a graduate with a Bachelor's degree in Architecture from Birzeit
University, specializing in building restoration. She is interested in photography
and history. Her graduation project focuses on «Silat al-Dhahr Station» as an entry
point to understanding the relationship between architecture, imprisonment, and
liberation in the Palestinian context. She trained at the Riwag Centre for Architectural
Conservation and participated in a specialized course on restoring historic
buildings. Since 2021, she has been working at Ruwwad Foundation in educational
and community initiatives and has experience teaching children. She previously
volunteered at the Qattan Centre for Educational Research and Development and
participated in various cultural and community events.

Mahmoud Awad is a musician, visual artist, and cultural activist, born in Jerusalem
in 1980. He holds a bachelor's degree from the College of Arts in Journalism and
Media from Birzeit University in 2002, and a second bachelor’s degree from the
College of Arts, Music and Design, specializing in Arabic music from the same
university in 2021. He has produced many paintings since 2003, and participated in
a number of solo and group exhibitions.
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